Antinociceptive effects of orphenadrine citrate in mice.
The antinociceptive effect of orphenadrine citrate, a muscle relaxant, was investigated in mice. Four different pain tests were selected to involve different noxious stimuli. Clear antinociceptive effects were found in the formalin test. The increasing temperature hot-plate test showed a biphasic dose-response relationship with slight hyperalgesia after low doses and hypoalgesia after higher doses. No significant effects of orphenadrine (0-25 mg/kg) were found in the tail flick and constant temperature hot-plate tests. The data suggest that orphenadrine may reduce, enhance or leave unaffected different types of nociceptive transmission. Orphenadrine may also possess analgesic properties in conditions not involving muscle spasm.